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people.1  It  is  infrequently  seen  in  developed  countries  in 
chronic alcoholics or rarely in anorexia nervosa.
Case History: A 57 year-old chronic smoker and alcoholic, 







and  grasp  reflex.  Dermatological  examination  showed 
peeling dermatitis with erythema and pigmentation (Fig 1). 





16cm  fatty  liver.  Computerized  tomography  of  brain  was 
normal.











drinkers  of  rural  populations  in  the  Third  World  whose 
staple diet is niacin deficient jawar or maize with inadequate 
animal protein, fruits and vegetables. Secondary deficiency 
of niacin occurs in malabsorption and carcinoid syndrome, 
cirrhosis of liver and Hartnup disease. Prolonged therapy with 
Figure 1.  Peeling dermatitis of pellagra